
Staff	Report

Z‐2015‐08‐00013
Expanded	Conditional	Use
Case	#:

Zoning	Commission	Public	Hearing: Thursday,	September	3,	2015

Attachments:

Staff Report, Site Plan, Photos, ApplicaƟon, Property
InformaƟon Sheet, Zoning Map, Aerial Map

	City	Council	Request		(	Ordinance	):

	Site	Information:
Council	District: City Council District 2Location	(Address):

Site	Description:

Existing	Zoning:

Existing	Land	Use:

Future	Land	Use:

Located on the SE Corner of W. Charles St. and N. Spruce St. This is the First Presbyterian Church.

411 W Charles St

	Adjacent	Land	Use	and	Zoning:
	Direction: 	Land	Use	/	Zoning:

North

South

West

East

Single Family/RS‐11 (across W. Charles St)

Eddies Frozen Custard/MX‐C

Vacant Land/MX‐C (across N. Spruce St)

Single Family/MX‐C (across N. Pine St)

	Additional	Information:
Not in Flood Zone, Located in several overlay districts.

MX‐C

Church

IntroducƟon to an Ordinance to approve an Expanded CondiƟonal use request by First Presbyterian Church to allow a Memorial
Garden located at 411 W. Charles St. in accordance with site plan dated received on 7/30/2015; Zoned MX‐C, DDD, Historic,
Hyer‐Cate (Z‐2015‐08‐00013) Recommended approval with condiƟons by the Zoning Commission

City	Council	Introduction:

City	Council	Final:
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From:			Josh	Taylor,	City	Planner	__________________________________________________________

	Findings:

	Public	Hearing:

	Commission	Recommendation:

	Ordinance	to	Read:
WHEREAS, on September 3, 2015 the Hammond Zoning Commission recommended approval to an Expanded CondiƟonal Use Case
#Z‐2015‐08‐00013 request by First Presbyterian Church to allow a Memorial Garden located at  411 W. Charles St. in accordance
with the site plan received on 7/30/2015 with the following condiƟons:
1) The approval shall be with the understanding that such use is a personal right that expires upon a change in ownership of the
property being First Presbyterian Church; and
2) All local, and state cemetery requirements are met .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Hammond City Council hereby approves the Expanded CondiƟonal Use request by First
Presbyterian Church to allow a Memorial Garden located at 411 W. Charles St. in accordance with the site plan received on
7/30/2015 with the following condiƟons:
1) The approval shall be with the understanding that such use is a personal right that expires upon a change in ownership of the
property being First Presbyterian Church; and
2) All local, and state cemetery requirements are met .

For:

Against:

Abstain:

Absent:

Donna Anderson (First Presbyterian Church)

NONE

Motion: William Travis to recommend approval with condiƟons

Stanley Young, Jimmy Meyer

None

None

Ralph Ross, Sam McClugage

For:

Against:

Will this diminish the value of the surrounding properƟes?

Will this alter the essenƟal character of the neighborhood?

Will granƟng this request be detrimental to the public welfare?

Light and air?

Traffic congesƟon of hazard?

Overburden exisƟng drainage and uƟliƟes?

Emissions of odors, fumes, gasses, dust, smoke?

Noise and vibraƟons?

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
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First Presbyterian Church 
Hammond, LA 

 
MEMORIAL GARDEN POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 
I. Purpose 
 
To provide an area of beauty and dignity for the caring disposition primarily of the cremated remains of 
FPC members and loved ones. Also, to honor loved ones whose ashes or remains are interred elsewhere 
with a memorial location at the church. 
 
II. Authority and Responsibility 
 
The Session shall have ultimate responsibility for the Garden. The Session’s Buildings and Grounds 
Committee, through a Memorial Garden Committee, shall have oversight of maintenance and operations.  
The Committee shall be named by the Buildings and Grounds committee, and shall be comprised of three 
to six members, at least one of whom is on the Buildings and Grounds Committee. 

Responsibilities of the committee include providing for the continuity of maintenance and 
plantings, administering the Garden’s operation, and drafting and executing the terms, conditions and 
agreements of the Memorial Garden. 

Purchases made in advance shall be a restricted liability maintained in the church’s financial 
records for the garden and its memorials only. This account shall always maintain a balance adequate to 
purchase any plaques that have been prepaid but not yet placed.. 
  
III. Use of the Memorial Garden 
 

A. The Memorial Garden may be used for the disposition of ashes of the members of First 
Presbyterian Church. Former church members, family members and loved ones also may use 
the garden subject to approval by a majority of the Session. The Memorial Garden is an area 
provided by the church and there shall be a fee paid for its use. Contributions may also be 
given to defer the cost and upkeep of the Memorial Garden. Such contributions should be 
made to the Memorial Garden Fund.  
 

B. No monuments, family plaques, stones, or other markers, or planting for specific individuals 
may be included in the area. No portion of the Memorial Garden, or addition to the Memorial 
Garden, shall be a dedicated memorial to any specific individual or group of individuals. 

 
C. Storage space for ashes shall be provided by the church as needed at the discretion of a pastor 

in a secure and protected area until appropriate arrangements can be made for their proper 
disposition. 

 
D. The ashes shall be scattered or interred. The sod/ground cover/mulch will be restored to its 

original condition if the ashes were interred.  Ashes may not be interred in a container. 



 

IV. The Book of Remembrance   
 
A memorial Book of Remembrance (8.5x11 inch album) shall contain one page for each deceased. Each 
page may contain biographical information, a memorial statement, art, poetry, etc. according to the 
wishes and the discretion of the family in conformity with the guidelines, terms and conditions. The 
original pages will be maintained in the Book of Remembrance and a copy shall be kept in a safe and 
secure place elsewhere in the church. 
 
A member of the Memorial Garden Committee or the pastor will be made available for guidance in this 
process. 

 
V. The Remembrance Plaque 

A. The remembrance plaque containing each deceased’s name, date of birth, date of death, and a 
Bible verse reference, if desired, shall be permanently mounted on a wall within the garden. 
Veteran’s plaques may have their appropriate information, as mandated by the Department of 
Defense.  

 
The fee for disposition of ashes in the Memorial Garden will be $750. Plaques (if desired) 
shall be purchased through the church.  For veterans whose plaques are provided by the 
Department of Defense, the cost of a plaque shall be deducted from that fee.  Placement of 
plaques shall be sequential from left to right, beginning in the upper left corner.  Veteran’s 
plaques shall be on the ends, beginning on the upper left end and going down, and continuing 
on the upper right. In the event that a plaque will not be placed for an individual, the $750 fee 
will still be required. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

First Presbyterian Church 
Hammond, LA 

 
MEMORIAL GARDEN 

TERMS AND AGREEMENTS 
 

The following terms and agreements pertaining to the Memorial Garden, First Presbyterian Church, 

Hammond, Louisiana. 

 

Definitions: “Purchaser” shall include all persons permitted to succeed the Purchaser’s interest pursuant 

to paragraph 9, below. “The Church” shall include the pastors, session and Memorial Garden Committee. 

The fee covers only the nameplate and interment of ashes.  Family or guardians are responsible for other 

associated expenses, such as honoraria to pastor and musicians, rental of the fellowship hall, and any 

other services. 

The terms and conditions of the agreement between the Church and the Purchaser are as follows: 

 

1. Custody and control of the Memorial garden and matters relating thereto shall be vested in all 

respects in the Session of the Church as duly constituted from time to time. The Memorial Garden 

Committee, as prescribed by the Session, shall manage and maintain the Memorial Garden, 

subject to the direction and control of the Session. 

 

2. The Memorial Garden is for the use of members, former members of the Church and their 

immediate families or loved ones. Any questions of eligibility for interment will be determined 

by the Session upon recommendation of the Memorial Garden Committee. 

 
3. In return for the payment of the fee specified, Purchaser receives only the following rights under 

the contract: (1) the interment of the ashes of the Designee; (2) placement by the church of a 

plaque, as described in Section V; (3) care and maintenance of the Memorial Garden. No property 

right of any kind in the Memorial Garden is or shall be acquired through purchase. Except for the 

plaque provided by the Church, no markers, individual plantings or floral arrangements will be 

permitted. In lieu thereof, floral memorials for the Church or a contribution to the Memorial 

Garden Fund may be arranged with the church office. 

 
4. No Purchaser, Designee, or any other person shall have any right, expectation for cause or action 

against the Church concerning the physical location, maintenance, security or appearance of the 



 

Memorial Garden. The church assumes no liability or obligation resulting from the loss or 

disturbance of, or damage to, the ashes of any person interred in the Memorial Garden.  The 

Memorial Garden is fully licensed as a place of interment for cremains, and has been established 

in conformity with all relevant standards. 

 
5. Purchaser agrees and understands that Designee’s ashes will be interred directly in the earth and 

will not be recoverable or preserved intact. 

 
6. Purchaser understands that the surrounding churchyard is used for many purposes and will 

continue to be so used. 

 
7. Purchaser’s fee is refundable until the preparation, such as ordering the marker, for the interment 

of the ashes has begun. A processing fee of $100 shall be deducted from any refunds. 

 
8. The Session may from time to time make terms and condition governing the use and maintenance 

of the Memorial Garden, and the Session, if in its judgment such action is desirable, at any time, 

or times, may amend the terms and conditions of this agreement with respect to the fee, use, 

operation, and maintenance of the Memorial Garden. 

 
9. No assignment of the Purchaser’s rights under this agreement, whether voluntary, involuntary or 

by operation of the law, shall be made or be made effective without the prior written consent of 

the Session in its sole discretion. Upon the death of Purchaser, Purchaser’s rights under this 

agreement shall pass through Purchaser’s estate, provided, however, that such passage shall be 

subject to the approval by the Session, in its sole discretion. 

 
10. Purchaser may change the Designee only with the prior written consent of the Session. 

 
11. If the Session refuses to approve a request to assign Purchaser’s rights or to change the Designee, 

or for other good cause, Purchaser may request in writing that this agreement is cancelled. The 

Church then shall have the absolute right to elect, but need not so elect, to cancel this agreement 

upon tender of repayment of the fee paid to the Church pursuant to this agreement. No interest or 

other charges will be due the Purchaser, in the event of such a cancellation. Upon the 

recommendation of the Pastor, special arrangements may be made for interment of those who 

cannot afford the regular fees. 

 



 

12. This agreement represents the full agreement of the parties. There are no other agreements, 

written or oral, between the Church and Purchaser relating to the use of the Memorial Garden. 

 
13. No amendment of this agreement shall be effective unless in writing and signed by the Purchaser 

and the Church. All the terms and conditions hereof and all amendments hereto shall apply to and 

be binding upon Purchaser. 

  



 

First Presbyterian Church 
Hammond, LA 

 
MEMORIAL GARDEN AGREEMENT 

 
 

This agreement is made this ______day of ______________ 20____ between FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, Hammond, Louisiana, hereafter called “The Church” and 

_______________________________________________ (hereafter called “The Purchaser” of 

_____________________________________________________________________ (address). 

The Church acknowledges receipt of the fee of $__________ from 

____________________________________ and gives permission to Purchaser to bury in the earth or 

scatter on the grounds in the FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH MEMORIAL GARDEN the ashes of  

__________________________________________________________________ (hereafter called the 

“Designee”), of _______________________________________________________________________ 

(address) subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this AGREEMENT. 

Purchaser acknowledges reading and understanding this AGREEMENT. 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

By: _____________________________________ 
 Pastor 
 

And: _____________________________________ 
 Memorial Garden Committee 
 

And: _____________________________________ 
 Purchaser 

  



 

First Presbyterian Church 
Hammond, LA 

 
MEMORIAL GARDEN 

CHECKLIST FOR INTERMENTS 

 

The following are steps to be taken prior to and following an interment in the Memorial Garden, First 

Presbyterian Church, Hammond, Louisiana: 

 

As soon as the wishes of the person or family regarding use of the Memorial Garden are known the 

information shall be made known to one of the pastors. He or she shall explain the terms and conditions 

for the use of the Memorial garden. 

 

One to Seven Days Before 

1. The ashes are to be delivered to the Pastor or Church’s Agent by the funeral director together 

with the certificate of cremation. The ashes shall be placed in a secure and protected area of the 

church until shortly before the service. 

2. The Pastor will advise the sexton of the time of the service 

 

The Day of the Service 

1. Ashes may be scattered or placed in a small hole at the direction of the officiating pastor, with the 

approval of the church’s pastor. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

First Presbyterian Church 
Hammond, LA 

 
MEMORIAL GARDEN 

REQUEST FOR INTERMENT OF ASHES 

 

______________________________________________________________ 
 (Full name of person whose ashes are to be interred) 

 

I have read and do agree to each and every one of the terms and conditions governing the Memorial 
Garden at First Presbyterian Church, Hammond, Louisiana. I have made these terms and conditions 
known to the person(s) named below, and they understand that my signature hereto is binding on them. 
 
_________________________________    ________________________ 
Signature        Date of Birth 
 
_________________________________    ________________________ 
Or Executor        Date 

The following person(s) is responsible for implementing this agreement. 

1. ____________________________________   ________________________ 
Name        Telephone 

 
 ____________________________________   ________________________ 
 Address       City, State, Zip Code 

 
2. ____________________________________   ________________________ 

Name        Telephone 
 
____________________________________   ________________________ 
Address       City, State, Zip Code 
 

Acceptance of Request 

First Presbyterian Church, Hammond, Louisiana acknowledges the receipt of the above request and the 

sum of $___________. Permission is hereby granted, subject to the terms and conditions of the Memorial 

Garden, for the interment of the ashes of:___________________________________________________. 

 

BY: __________________________________________ 

DATE: __________________________________________ 



APPLICATION FOR REZONING, CONDITIONAL USE. OR INITIAL ZONING 
CITY OF HAMMOND 

219 E. ROBERT ST, HAMMOND, LA 70401 I PHONE: (985) 277-5649- FAX: (985) 277-5638 

FILINGDATE:L/i£.)2£/r PERMIT#i:- Z0/5 -o')Z-oc I 3 

The next Zoning Commission Meeting will be held on 9' , , at 5:00pm in the City Council 
Chambers, 312 E. Charles Street. Application to be submitted to the Planning Department according to the deadline 
schedule. 
This Application for: 0 REZONING CONDITIONAL USE~XP AND ED --OR-- 0 RESTRICTED 

0 INITIAL ZONING/ANNEXATION 

REZONING FEE: ~ingle Lot $120.00 OBlock or Area $250.00 (Fees are not refundable based on decisions) 
Fifty percent (50%) of fee is refundable if application is withdrawn before first newspaper notice is filed. 

PARCEL#cQ f 3(f v 9! tc-iCf. rO>L 

SITE ADDRESS: Jf /I LJesf t ha r l e..s 
STREET# & STREET NAME 

LegalDescriptionorSurvey Sbi10Ye-5.l.J o-fl The.. Hyt:r S11,v'Ve.y I 3-ec, d~ltS-

1!12~~~~ IIG:r~~£~~ ~h-fln~~~l2~1t;lil~~ ~~~~~<t~~ ~f~~~~~~~~&,2il~&j'~~~~~~E;~:~ · 
PROPERTY oWNER NAME: P. ·rs t tretJ bv +e.r 1A...n L h uA'Lh 

First Name I MI Last Name 

Owner Address:____.~...l.!._l \....._-1-N--:tlo'-L.Jr±L.f....:!:-.Jh----f:B~r 'o~e_,__~!.Lf....._. ---+-U.t:...ti\!.!....!111'-L..!Yn~l> Vl'-"'d~.,.....L.::::::.LA-...:....__~16~'-tc.::::::i):-'--J ___ _ 
Street Name/Street Number ~ State Zip 

Telephone: (/'65 ) 3Y 5 -/5Lt3 or Cell#: ( ) ____ _ 

PLEASE READ AND SIGN BELOW 

APPLICANT NAME: 
First Name MI Last Name 

COMPANYNAME: (-wsf Pre6b~ter:l~n C..hJAn:.h p(:>wner DOther 

Applicant Mailing Address: P6 · B 0 'i- 1 ~ '- J-h~ h1 »1 (i tJd LA- 7o1o4 
Street Namelstreet Number City State Zip 

Applicant Telephone: <q~s > 3~5-15~3 or Cell#: ( ) 

PERMIT INFO-ADDITIONAL INFO 
PRESENT ZONING: MX-~-CBD C-N C-H C-R 1-H I 1-L 

RS-3 RS-5 ~S-8 RS-11 RM-3 RP RS-11.A S-1 S-2 SC 

REQUESTED ZONING: 
MX-~-CBD C-N C-H C-R 1-H I 1-L 

RS-3 RS-5 - RS-8 RS-11 RM-3 RP RS-11.A S-1 S-2 SC 

REASON FOR REZONING: Me¥n~r,A.L ~qYdeVI 

SPOT ZONING NOTE: Rezoning of a lot or parcel of land to benefit an owner for a use incompatible with 
surrounding uses and not for the purpose or effect or furthering the comprehensive zoning plan. Spot zoning is 
discouraged in Hammond 

1/W e being the legal owner( s) request zoning of my property from a A j 1/r {gjstrict to a M, w «bistrict. 1/W e fully 
understand and agree to abide by the zoning restrictions for a ~~ct. I am including with this application a copy of 
any covenants or restrictions and deeds governing this property. 

If there is more than one owner or a corporation is the owner of the property, each owner or authorized agent of the 
corporation must sign. If conditional zoning, submit in writing an explanation for this request on separate sheet. If you are 
applying for an area or block zoning furnish a map of area or block and a petition signed by at least 50% of the property 
owners in the area (including their addresses). 

ALL INFORMATION ON TIDS APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETE, ALL FEES PAID, AND ALL REQUIRED 
DOCUMENTS RECEIVED BEFORE TIDS APPLICATION WILL BE ACCEPTED ON THE AGENDA FOR THE CITY OF 
HAM OND ZONING COMMISSION. 

X ____________________________________ ___ 
CITY PLANNER DATE 

*******************f****'!!.,.\************** FOR Qf~ICIAJ. USE *********************?!**********~*** 
AMOUNT PAID$ dt .LY CHECK# 0 cfi· 3 d.'"t CASH 0 DATE PAIDh/W J.o (5. 

****************************************************************************************** 

Revised 03/0l/2014 



PROPERTY INFORMATION SHEET 

   Type of Permit Expanded 
Conditional Use 

 Date: 8/7/2015 

   Permit/Case # Z-2015-08-00013 

   Parcel # 2736681129.00 

   Address 411 West Charles St. 

   Owner First Presbyterian Church 

   Assessment # 2616602 

   Zoning MX-C 

   Overlay District Hyer-Cate, Historic, Garden District, DDD 

   Flood Zone X 

   Flood Way NONE 

 Holds/Taxes Overlays/NONE 

   Bldg Tax Value  (x 10% Res/15% Cml) 50% =  

(Renovations/additions 50% or more of the bldg value for properties in a flood zone-see regulations) 

Screen 
Print 

 

Preparer Initials _____________________           Reviewer Initials _________________________ 
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